Breaking New Ground: Encouraging Developments in the Affordable Housing Clinic by UB Law Forum
UB Law Forum 
Volume 9 
Number 1 Winter 1996 Article 19 
1-1-1996 
Breaking New Ground: Encouraging Developments in the 
Affordable Housing Clinic 
UB Law Forum 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum 
Recommended Citation 
UB Law Forum (1996) "Breaking New Ground: Encouraging Developments in the Affordable Housing 
Clinic," UB Law Forum: Vol. 9 : No. 1 , Article 19. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum/vol9/iss1/19 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Alumni Publications at Digital Commons @ University 
at Buffalo School of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in UB Law Forum by an authorized editor of Digital 
Commons @ University at Buffalo School of Law. For more information, please contact lawscholar@buffalo.edu. 
UBLAW 
FORUM 
Winter 
/996 
50 
Breaking New Ground 
Encouraging developments in 
the Affordable Housing Clinic 
I t 's tempting to say that business at the Law School's Affordable Housing Clinic is, well, building. Temp ti ng - and t ru e. According to Dean Barry B. 
Boyer, the Affordable Housing Clinic 
"has become not a major but the major 
factor in Western New York in creat-
ing publicly funded hous ing." In the 
pas t yea r , he sa id , th e c l ini c h a s 
obtained financ ing in excess of $22 
mil lion, counting leveraged tax-advan-
taged inves tme nts, to s upport con-
struction of low- and moderate-income 
hous ing in Wes te rn New Yo r k. 
Approx imate ly 350 units have been 
built to date. 
Local community deve lopmen t 
partn e rs inc lude: th e Diocese of 
Buffalo, Catholic Charities of Western 
New York, The Blind Association, the 
Po li s h Co mmunity Cente r a nd the 
Tow n of Hamburg . The c l inic a lso 
serves as consultants to the New York 
S tate Catho lic Conference on use of 
federal low-income housing tax credits 
to develop special use housing. 
"All of this is a tribute," Boyer 
sa id , " to N ils O lsen, v ice dean and 
director of Clinical Studies, and to the 
people in our housing clinic who have 
taken a leadership role in th is commu-
nity in making things happen." 
With groundbreaking planned this 
spring tn Buffalo on a $2.4 mil lion 
apartment project for visually im paired 
people, and the relocation of a prest i-
gious scho larly journal to U B, the 
housmg clinic is seeing the rewards of 
years of work. 
For G\.!orgc M. llezel, director of 
till' At'fordahlc I lousmg Clin ic. seeing 
that fi rst shovel hit the ground will be a 
satisfy ing moment in the long journey 
toward Gratwick Manor, a 24-unit pro-
jec t of the Blind As sociati on of 
Western New York that wi ll be located 
in the city's Riverside section. 
" lt in volves taking an area in an 
old bus iness section of Riverside , tak-
ing a vacant piece of land and building 
an attrac ti ve s truc ture on it," Hezel 
said. " It brings s tate m oney into the 
area, and that has a ripple effect. 
"It 's the University doing what it 
ought to do - students putting their 
e nergy into developing the comm uni-
ty." 
Faculty and a half-dozen students 
in the hous ing clinic have worked on 
funding applications, memos on a pas-
sel of leoal issues and tax cred its for 0 
inves tors in the project. " Part of the 
learning expe rience for the students," 
Heze l sa id , ''i s to watch how these 
th in gs actua ll y progress, from earl y 
conceptualization all the way to com-
pletion." That, he said, means learn ing 
how to negotiate as we ll as how to 
write brie fs. 
Funded largely by the New York 
State Hous ing T rus t Fund Corp. and 
investors in low-income hous ing tax 
credits, Gratwick Manor will provide 
four two- bed room and 20 one- be d -
room units. Because it's designed for 
v isua ll y impa ired res idents, it w ill 
inc lude suc h a ids as Brai ll e s ig ns, 
·· talking" e levato rs, spec ia l li ghting, 
and safety features in bathrooms and 
ki tchens. 
T he one-hedroo ms wi ll rent fo r 
$250 monthly plu~ utilit ies. Hezel said. 
In addition to he lping the visually 
impa ire d , th e Affo rdabl e Housi ng 
Clinic has assisted other special needs 
groups in securing a total of $6.3 mil-
lion from sta te and federal sources to 
produce 76 units of badly needed hous-
ing. 
That 's the direct-action compo-
nent of the Affordable Hous ing Clinic. 
But just as exciting is the advent of a 
scholarly journal - the J oumal of 
Affordable Housing & Community 
Deve lopment Law - a t UB L aw 
School. 
The journal is published quarterly 
by the Ame rican Bar Association as 
part o f a forum (precursor to an ABA 
section) on ho us ing and com munity 
deve lopme nt law. Its subscribers are 
1,500 ABA memb e rs - a numbe r 
that 's g rowing rapidly, Hezel said. 
Twenty schools bid on becom ing 
the j ournal 's co-sponsor, with UB the 
unanimous choice of the ABA forum 's 
governing committee. 
" What I ' m thrilled about ," Heze l 
sa id , " is that it recognizes the qu ality 
Alumni Support Affordable 
Housing Initiatives: 
Twenty-one familjes were able to 
purchase new homes at below mar-
ket costs thanks to Michael G. 
Zapson ' 85, and Richard 
Rosenberg, ' 85. Zapson is a partner 
of the New York City law firm of 
Schaeffer & Zapson, as well as a 
City Councilman for the City of 
Long Beach, N.Y. He was aided in 
putting together an affordable hous-
ing program by Rosenberg, a part-
ner in the law fum of Berkman, 
Hennoch, Peterson & Peddy, in 
Garden City, Long Is land. 
Rosenberg provided the legal work 
for the purchasers pro bono. • 
Michael Zapson '85 (standing) 
and Richard Rosenberg '85 with 
eli ems. 
and strength of a program that has been 
lodged at the Law School for a number 
of years. It also heralds an interesting 
area of expansion within the practice 
of law. Hard-pressed communities will 
need some devoted atte nt ion from 
lawyers to enable them to develop and 
prosper. 
"The fact that the journal comes 
he re to UB Law Schoo l, whe n th e 
ABA could have chosen a lot of highly 
qualified law schools, is a real coup." 
Des igned for both practit ioners 
and scholars, the journal covers such 
topi cs as housing f in ance, federal 
housing programs, tax credi ts, bond 
financing and community development 
law. It involves facul ty from both the 
Affo rdab le Housin g Clini c and the 
Community Economic Developme nt 
C li nic- Hezel, Thomas F. Di sare, 
Peter R. Pi tegoff, Lauren Breen, and 
Phi li p Halpern , who is the school 's 
li a iso n to the American Ba r 
Associat ion. 
It a l o involves the stude nts in 
review ing submitted anicles, making 
suggestions for rev is ions, checkina 
. . 
0 
Citat ions a nd prov iding art icles for 
publication. Already, two UB Law stu-
dents have wri tten full-length articles 
which have been published in the jour-
nal. That feeds into the Law School's 
New Curriculum, Hezel said, because 
the faculty members in the two clinics 
can work with students individually to 
develop the studems' portfo lio of leaal 
.. 0 
wn tmg, some of which may become 
part or the journal. 
Already, he said, news of the jour-
nal' s move to UB Law has prompted · 
requests from other law schools curi-
ous abou t UB 's cl inical programs. 
Some h~ve c.al.led seeking recent grad-
uates With cl mic experience who miaht 
set up similar clinics at their schools~ 
"I think our clinics have not been 
announced to the world as broadly as 
they should be," Hezel said. "This real-
ly gives them a stamp of approval." • 
Gratwick Manor, a 
24-unit project of the 
Blind Association of 
Western New York. 
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